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NEONATAL ABSTINENCE SYNDROME (NAS) 
Effective January 1st, 2016, NAS surveillance will be added to the list of conditions that re 
notifiable by law to the Georgia Department of Public Health.  NAS is a condition that results 
from the abrupt discontinuation of chronic fetal exposure to substances that were used or abused 
by the mother during pregnancy.    
 
Criteria for reporting NAS will include at least one of the following: a baby born to a mother 
with a history of substance abuse during pregnancy, a newborn with withdrawal symptoms 
and/or a newborn with a positive drug screen.  Reports should be submitted within 7 days of 
identification.  Cases can be reported electronically through SENDSS at http://sendss.state.ga.us.  
 

   

Collect their contact 
information, fill out an 
Information Request Chart 
Pub Health Other PH 
Situation.   Close the chart.  

Caller wants to 
report a NAS case 

Direct them to the SENDSS 
website for reporting.  
Currently, the PH hotline will 
not accept verbal reports.  
http://sendss.state.ga.us.   
 
If they do not have a SENDSS 
account, still direct them to the 
SENDSS website since you can 
register for an account online.  
 
Collect their email address and 
send them the NAS LOGIN 
MANUAL pdf (located in 
Bezoar, Public Health page).  

Caller has a SENDSS 
account, but has a question 
about the NAS reporting 
form in SENDSS.  

Collect their email 
address and send them 
the NAS USER GUIDE 
pdf (located in Bezoar, 
Public Health page).  

Caller has a NAS 
treatment question or 
Caller hasn’t received 
SENDSS login info yet.  

Collect their contact information, 
fill out an Information Request 
Chart Pub Health Other PH 
Situation.  Document their 
question in the chart and email the 
chart to:  
 
Patricia McAfee, DNPc, MSN, RN 
Program Director of Perinatal Health 
Maternal and Child Health; Health 
Promotions 
Georgia Department of Public Health 
Phone: 404-657-2742 
Email:  patricia.mcafee@dph.ga.gov 
 
If it is during normal business 
hours, you can try calling Patricia 
on her office line to relay the 
information as well.  
 
Once chart is emailed, close chart.  

Collect their contact 
information, fill out an 
Information Request Chart 
Pub Health Other PH 
Situation.  Close the chart. 


