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Information for Lay People

					[bookmark: _GoBack]Q fever is caused by the germ called Coxiella burnetti.  This microorganism is commonly found in sheep, goats, cattle, and potentially cats, dogs, and rabbits. 
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SymptomsSymptoms may include headache, chills, tiredness, muscle pain, sweating, loss of appetite and weight loss. Later in the illness, coughing and wheezing may also be present. 


					
					


Onset of SymptomsIncubation period is usually 10-40 days.




How to Tell If You Have Been ExposedYou may have been exposed if you have any of the above symptoms you were in the area where the agent was released.




What to Do if You Believe You Have Been ExposedSeek medical care as directed if you have symptoms of Q fever. 
agents. 



General Information · Q fever infections are spread in nature by exposure directly to infected sheep, cattle, and goats. Eating cooked meat from infected animals does not transmit the infection. 
· Simply being near a farm or farming facility may put you at higher risk of Q fever, because the bacteria can travel long distances, accompanying dust particles in the air.
· This infection can usually be treated and prevented by the use of appropriate antibiotics. 
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